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The Morning Balletín'

ROCKHAMPTON.

FítIDAY, JUNE 4. 1954.

THE FLYING SAUCER
j

Washington AU" Force offi

? <úáls on June ist announce
j

that reports of .flying saucer

lin the united States voai

!

lallen otî appreciably sine

11952. So far this year onl;

¡87 "sightings" have been re

j

ported. It is
x believed tba

moré scientific investigatini

and better education are to s

large estent responsible fo;

the decline.

The American report is o

particular interest to Australu

just now in view of the spati

of reports lately received fron

¡people who claim to have seei

strange objects moving seras

?he sky. In one week in Ma]

Queensland "
was ? inundated

with reports ot this character

They came from such .

widelj

«epara^èd i points as the Dar-

ling Downs, Bundaberg,
'

ola

Gin, Maryborough and Rock-

hampton. There is no means

of telling whether any con-

nexion exists bettreen the
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falling- tiff in North America

and the sharp increase in

flying objects in the southern

Hémisphère.
. The RAP has been investi-

gating flying saucer reports

since 1941. The conclusion

arrived at is that at *least IC

per cent of the people making
them have definitely seen

something of an unusual

nature, and that many ot

them, particularly air pilots,

have sufficient knowledge of

air conditions to justify the

acceptance ol' their reporte as

reliable. From sources other

than the RAF explanations of

the phenomena suggest that

Ute persons concerned have

¡been deceived by an appari-

tion that could be fully ex-

plained by tile application of

scientific knowledge.
I

In the face oí tile Austra-

lian experience and the oc-

currence of flying saucers in

Britain, U.S.A.. canada, South

Africa, and countries in South

America it would be foolish to

be thoroughly sceptical. m

the Quest for an - explanation

of the' phenomena . three of

the most popular theories

canvassed are:
ii) That the

?"

ZITS are a mere, figment of
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ninds of people who are

y deceived by appear
.::~:-zs; (2) that the objects

seen are the secret weapons
of one of the great military

Powers undergoing tests; (3)

thar we are being- visited by

beings from another planet
In strange machines.

Ali three explanations are

tenable. Americans have

noted that the flying saucer

season invariably coincides

with tne period when meteor

showers are most frequent in

U.S-A. On the other hand,
the canadians are so inclined

to believe that the strange

objects are secret weapons

iviöer&olng test that they have

recentiy built a scieniiüc ob-

servatory for detecting fast

moving objects at great

neight at night time.

As to the belief that the

I

another planet, it cannot be
!

overlooked that American

¡scientists have just completed

[plans and tested the gear foi
!

rocket ships capable of mak-

ing u journey to the moon,

ana no one bas denied that

:t can be done. Since mere

!are 22 planets on which
I

astronomers believe life like
j

¡ours could exist, and many

;

strange objects come troin
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(consider it quite reasonable to

assv-me that life does exist on

tr em, how can we refuse to
'oelipve that people on another

'planet can visit r.s. or that the

flying objecte reported in

I practically every country have
'

come from one of these
I

planets?j

The position, therefore, with
I which we are faced is that

the flying saucer reports arei

something for wiieh no uni
'?

i'crsally nseepied solution has,

as yci. been fort*!: nvr.iu". Thc
i

Washington Air Force state

imenv of a falling off m the
I

incidence of flying objects
¡does not solve the mystery,
j s'r>-.» it admits inability tOj
;

explain at least' 10 per centj

of the "sightings." It is

probably tn;?, however, tnat
I

more scientific investigation
j

and >- ?tter public education on

; the subject have narrowed the
jfieiti

so that the reports now
j

coming in are fewer and more:

authentic than the earüerj

crop of flying saucers.

1


